.AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

It believed in Europe during 1928 that the English
publisher, Mr. Jonathan Cape, found it necessary to
set the legend at rest once and for all so far as he
was concerned, by issuing this public statement over
his own signature:

I first heard of Mother India in January 1927,
in New York, where I met Miss Mayo, who told me
that a book on India which she had been engaged
upon for some time was nearly finished. She
offered it to me for publication. I brought the
manuscript back with me .and read it on board
ship. I felt the book could not fail to attract atten-
tion, but before being accepted it was read in
manuscript by several distinguished persons com-
petent to judge of its value and substantial accu-
racy.1                                                            ""

The letter goes on to point out that the book was
accepted in the ordinary course of business, was ad-
vertised as its merits deserved, and 'at no time did
the publishers have any communication, official or un-
official, in reference to the book with any political or
other organisation.'2

Meanwhile few opportunities seem to have been lost,
by those considering themselves hurt or offended, to
pump new life into this old legend. Hindu politicians
have fairly rained questions on the All-India Legisla-
tive Assembly in an endeavour to tie the Governmem
to the book. The first shower occurred at Simla ir
September, 1927, the second at Delhi in March of th<

1 The Times, London, March 28th, 1928.       2 Ibid.
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